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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FAIRBRIDGE FARM
SCHOOL.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Are the Government paying
a subsidy to the Fairbridge Marm School for
each child in the institution? 2, If so, is
it proposed to pay the subsidy in the casc
of ehildren who are now heing hrought out?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. Only a proportionate number.
2, Yes. Approximstely 37 children,

QUESTION—MELVILLE ROAD
BOARD.

Alr. WELLS asked the Minister for
Works: Will he defer the gazetting of the
proposed new boundarvies of the Melville
Road Board until such time as the report
of the Public Works Inspector, Mr. Millen,
can be submitted to the residents vitally eon-
corned?

The MINISTER IFFOR WORKS replied:
All sections interested have fully stated their
views at various deputations, and all agreed
te leave the matter to be determined by the
department. The departmental dectsion, to-
gether with copies of the Public Works In-
spector’s and Anditor’s reports have been
forwarded to the Melville Road Board, and
unless the hoard, by a substantinl majovity,
submit a reasonable alternative, effect will
be given to the decision.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 11th August.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [440]:
It is to be regreited that the House, meeting
after a long recess, finds that no real im-
provement has taken place in the economic
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position of the State. That remark applies
also to Australia generally, and to most
other countries. For nearly three years we
have been at close grips with the most de-
plorable condition of things we have ever
known. There does not appear to be any
way out as yet. I hope I shall not be ae-
cused of striking a pessimistic note when I
say I do not believe we have yebt turned the
corner. Optimistic utterances are all very
well in their proper place. WWe might talk
about the siiver lining just showing through
the clouds, but T think that is a mistake un-
less there is a real ehange. It is unwise ta
give expression to sentiments which might
lead the people to believe our troubles are
mostly over, and that we are in a fair way
to recovering our equilibrium, I fear that
any feelings that might he engendered in the
wminds of the majority of the people wha
have suffered because of the depression,
from the statement that things are mueh
better, might have a reaction that may start
them on the road to utter despondency.
Enough people already have experienced
that same despondency during the past year
or two. I have tried to visualise the sitna-
tion in this State, not only through the eyes
of Western Australia, and not only as other
States and the Commonwealth as a whole
are affected, but as the position is and has
been in most countries. If we look abroad
we find there is no aectnal improvement.
Turn to whatever country we may, and
we find the number of persons who
are suffering because of wnemployment
is greater to-day than has been the
case during the past three years. In
Great Britain last year a National Gov-
ernment was formed and nearly all parties
agreed upon the adoption of a certain policy
that was to save Britain from impending
ruin, What do we find has been the result?
The numhber of those who are unemploved
to-day in Great Britain 15 500,000 greater
than ever before in the country’s history, or,
at least, during post-war years. At the time
of the formation of the National Govern-
ment, the unemployed numbered, in round
figures, 2,250,000; to-day they number
2,750,000, an increase of half a million. 1
use the figures relating to unemployment
heeause I feel that is the hall-mark or the
standard for the determination of whether
a eountry is progressing, standing still, or
retrogressing.  There can be no progress or
improvement in the conditions of a nation
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%0 long as the number of those who are un-
emploved continues to increase. Only in s¢
far as thuse who are out of work are ahble to
obtain employment, and enly in proportion
to the number who do secure employment,
will any State or country hegin to  make
Ieadway out of its troubles, If we have re-
zard to the number of unemploved in our
own State, in the Commenwealth and in other
comtries of the world, we find that men
are unemploved in greater nnmbers to-day
than ever hefore. Notwithstanding that 1
ghould like to be able to look with more fav-
ourable eyes to the immediate future, [ do
not «ee that the world has vet commeneed to
emerge from its tronbles. In addition to the
formation in (ireat Britain of a National
Government who were to alleviate the posi-
tion, the cablegrams that appeared in the
“West Australian,” if we can attach weight
to them, indicated that {ireat Brifain's
troubles were over: bnt it has not heen so.
Similarly, if we view the position in Aus-
tralia, last vear. as a resnlt of a conferencé
of the Premiers, and of an agreement
that was arrived at on that oceasion,
we were Jed to  Dbelieve that it wax-
merely o question of adopting what  wasg
known as the Premiers’ Plan and shortly, or
af any rale within a reasonable period, all
would be well with Australia. So optimistic
were those who were responsible for the Pre-
miers’ Plan, that it was asserted, even in
the Aet itvelf. as introdneed in thix House,
that the scheme would result in the restora-
tion of prosperity. It mav not he out of
place to remind hon. memhers of the pre-
amble to that Act. [t stated-—

Whereas at o conference between Ministers
of the Commonwealth and Ministers of fthe
States eonvened in Melbourne on the twenty-
fifth day of May, 1931, to devise measures for
meeting the grave financinl emergency existing
in Australin and thereby averting disastrous
consequenees, a Plan was agreed upon for re-
establishing the financial stability of the

Commonwenlth and States and restoring indus-
trial and general prosperity. . . .

That was portion of the preamble, How far
have we progressedl towards the restoration
of industrial and general prosperity, to the
halancing of Budgets, or to the straichtening
out of the finances of the State? Those re-
<ults have not heen achieved. The Plan it-
self has proved a failure. There is no fun-
damental improvement whatever. There
may be a sort of improvement temporarily
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because of the expenditure of a little money
made available for work not only in Western
Australia, but in the other States of the Com-
monwealth, That, however, does neot touch
the root of the ruestion. It represents merely
a passing phase.  IE the Premiers of the
States and the Commonwealth Ministers con-
tinue the poliey that has been pursued duy-
ing the pust two or three vears, under which
mnoney has heen made available, not for work
but to enable men to secure sustennner when
earrving out cerfain works, they will find
themseives when next they meet, in a month
or two or perhaps next year, no  further
aloug the road to improved conditions. What
lias been done has not touched the veal gures-
tion.  In this connection, T think, I nay
well remind hon. members of tne specch by
Profesaor Brigden, Dirvector of the Quecns-
land Bureau of Economics, as reported in
vesterdav's “West Australian® T do not
wish to repeat the professor’s statements, as
doubtless members have perused them. The
professor spoke of a “lodder basis.”

The I'remier: That iz what arbitration
means.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But the arbitration
hasis ainted at providing veasonable condi-
tions of living and eomfort for a married man
with a family. in the other hand, the “tadder
basis,” as I nnderstand Professor Brigden
to imply, means a wmere starvation basis.
Thus we have the great majority of our
wage earners down fo a “fodder basis” on
wlhich they ean harely live and subsist.
Then again, as Profesvor Brigden puts it,
it is possible that that will he the standard
for many vears to come. Thus we bave
reached the *“fodder basis” to-day. Tast
week the Attorney Generali drew an
analogy hetween a party who had been
shipwrecked and cast adrift in a hoat,
with a limited supply of water, and pre-
sent-day conditions, and asked whether the
person who was responsible for making the
water available to those who reguired it.
should wive to those who asked for it and
leave others without, or should he divide it
equally amongst all who were in the hoat.
I snbmit that there is me comparison he-
tween the position of the eastaways in the
boat and the conditions of the mnultitude in
this and other eountries to-day. The people
in the hoat were in their position beeause
no more water was available, but to-dayv
people all over the world are not hunger-
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ing because food is unavailable. There Is a Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, that is what iz

greater abundance of food and clothing avail-
able in the world to-dayv than ever before in
it history. Yet we find people on the verge,
if not of starvation, at least in great pov-
erty and distress in a world of plenty.

Mr. Sampson: The Governments are not
in posgession of the food supplies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Governments of the
world are in possession of the means to alter
the conditions that obtain, In a world of
plenty, with storchouses crammed, trades-
people, manufacturers and business people
are becoming bankrupt beeause they cannot
dispose of their goods. On the other hand,
multitudes of men, women and children are
being deprived almost of the hare necessi-
ties of life.

Mr. Patrick: People who are growing the
food are going hankrupt too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall have some-
thing to say about those people later on.
The hon, member’s interjection makes the
position more absard than ever. Nearly
everyong engaged in {rade and ecommerce
contrihutes to the production of foodstuffs
we require, as well as the men who directly
gvow them. That lends point to my argument.
What is to be said of a condition of affairs
that permits of a man who may grow thous-
ands of bushels of wheat and develop flocks of
sheep, being deprived of a sufficient supply
of food to feed himself and family, and be-
cause he takes possession of some of the
wheat he grows or a sheep on his property,
in order to feed his own family, finds him-
self in the eriminal dock? That is the sys-
tem under which we are living., Because
someone else had a mortgage over his pro-
cuce, the farmer finds himself in the Crim-
inal Court. Surely there is something wrong
with such a condition of affairs in a world
of plenty, where there is yet such wide-
spread poverty and destitution. All the Par-
liaments of the world say there is no remedy,
and that money is not available. In conse-
quence, funds ecannot be found in order that
industry may be assisted and people put
back in emplovment. I do not believe that
is the position. In my opinion, one of the
main causes of the condition of affairs that
confronts us to-day is the weakness of our
monetary system and our control of cur-
reney.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
contol.

The want of that

responsible for the present condition of
affaivs. Suorely the very facts that I have
just described prove conclusively that our
whole monetary system must be wrong.
1t has failed to function, it has hroken down
entirely. And if we adhere to this system,
instead of our getting out of these troubles
we shall get farther into them. It is a fact
that with the march of science, with inven-
tion and development, we have now im-
proved machinery with whieh a few of our
operatives can turn out as great a quantity
of goods as hundreds of operatives could
turn out a few years ago. Yet all the effect
of it to-day is to put a number of people
out of work bhecauze, presumably, they have
produced too much and there iz nothing
more for them fo do. Therefore they are
out of work, their spending power is eireum-
seribed, and so it affects the whole trade and
commerce of the community. During the
years of the war there was noi difficulty
whatever in finding all the eredit vequired
to enable this and every other nation te
carry on the war. There was then no ques-
tion of gold standards or of the pound
sterling, or of anything clse of the sort.
Millions, scores of millions, hundreds of
millions of pounds of credit was available
to this country and to every other country.
lave we reached the stage where we ara
going to say that for four years of thas
terrible catastrophe we were able to find all
that was required to keep our people em-
pioyed and find them in food and clothes
and goods, hut that in times of peace the
whole problem is entirely beyond the peoples
of the world—in times of war plenty, in
times of peace starvation?

The Premier: In some countries there was
plenty in the time of war.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In most eountries,
except perhaps the besieged nations.

The Minister for Lands: Great Britain
did not let them have much of a food supply.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Great Britain's
people were not very short of food. Theve
was a danger at one time that her food
might be cut off, but not hecause of lack of
eredit. It was because her transport might
lave heen seriously interfered with; that
was the reason for it. When it is sug-
gested that, arising out of this terrible erisis,
we might adopt some half measure, in a
small and infinitesimal degree, of financing
that was adopted during the war, there is a
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ary raised of “Inflation, whieh is going to
ruin everything.”  This is more or less a
hypoeritical ery, beenuse during receni yvears
we  have been doing nothing else but
indulging in inflation. Australia during the
past three or four vears has indulged in in-
flation to the extent of some £84,000,000 by
what is known as floating debts, internal and
ohroad, short-term loans raised for periods
of three months or six months, and that with
borrowed money provided by the banks. As
the Premier knows, we have to-day a float-
ing debt of £84,000,000.
The Premier: Pavable on demand.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Which might be to-
morrow, aecording to the whim of the eredi-
tor, whether it be a ereditor nation or a
creditor hank. That is what we have done
while condemning any suggestion for the
creation of eredit. How have all Australia’s
deficits been paid for during the past vears,
except by inflation? During the past two
vears we in this State bave indulged in in-
flation in order to wmeet our deficits, our
shortage on revenue acecount, to the extent
of £3,000,000. And all the other States have
done the same. Yef this bogey is held up
that our people must continue to suffer be-
cause it would be altogether wrong to in-
dulge in anything in the way of the releas-
ing of credit.

My, North: Prices are falling.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course, whilst in-
fation is going on.

The Premier: Internaticnal finance is the
trouble, not internal finance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The question i3
lavgely one of an international character. T
admit that if Australia eould be self-eon-
tained, living centirely within itself, we
would not eare what other countries might
do.

The Minister for Lands: If we did not
owe money overseas we would be happy.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And if we did not
have to sell our commoditics overseas, to
trade overseas. Ameriea to-day has armies
of unemploved, millions of unemployed, has
no foreign debt, is a great creditor nation,
and vet there exist there conditions similar
to those existing in Australia and Great
Britain and other eountries.

Mr. Hegney: And America has half the
world’s gold supply.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It does not seem o
matter. The whole position to-day shows
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that gold does not count. What gold have
we left in Australia?

Aember: About £10,000,000 worth.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Less than that. Tt
i= the same thing evervwhere. Something
will have to he done hy all nations of the
world so that their people will not continue
te be slaves fo what is known as the gold
standard. I am convinced that in every
country to-day, in &l the nations with vary-
ing degrees of eivilization, there are symp-
toms of a revolt which will overthrow all
Governments and all svstems that compel
millions of people to continue suffering as
they are suffering to-day. Those symptoms
are evident in every eonntvy, and if is elear
that humanity will not endure the existing
conditions.

The 'remier: Part of the trouble is that
people will invest their money rather than
spend it on work.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The people with
ioney invested will have to be centent with
o mighty lot less interest than they require
to-day; bhecause the countrv cannot pay it,
and those engagzed in industry cannot pay
it. Tt is of no use talking about repudia-
tion. There will come a stage in Australia
when vepudiation will be foreced upon the
nation, no matter how much we may dislike
it.  When we have to-day a falling in our
prices, especially of export commodities,
when we have to produce two or three hales
of wool or three bushels of wheat where one
would have sufficed hefore, the nation simply
cannot continue doing it.

Haon, J. C. Willeock: Amerien will have
te pay the gold pound.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: Yes, and so too in
other eountries. In Java to-day the Aus-
tralian £1 is worth only 12s.

The Premier: Tt is largely due to the
price level.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wheu it waz sug-
cested that we shouid try to get back to the
1929 price levels, the idea was ridieuled. But
the Premier knows, and all members know,
that any improvement we might notice
is  onlv fietitious and transient; and
this will he =0 until there is a recovery in
the price levels of the commodities we export
overseas, the commodities we produce for
cxport. Is there any sign of an improve-
ment in the prices of wheat and of wool?

My. J. I. Mann. No, unfortunately.
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Hon, P. COLLIER: Of course not. And
those engaged in the industry are endeavour-
ing fo bring it foreibly under the notice
of the Federa]l Government that the great
industry of wool growing whieh has really
made Aunstralia, which produces a greater
quantity of higher-valued wool than any
other country in the world, bringing scoves
of nmillions of pounds of wenith into the
country that there is no question about it,
unless priees improve the whole of the wool
industry of Australia will become bankrupt.
There is ne qguestion about that, for the in-
dustry cannot continue to earry on a$ a loss.
Pastoralists might for a vear or two get
aceommodation here and there, but they ean-
nof eontinue that for many years.

Mr. J. T. Mann: That applies to the whole
cf the pastoral industry.

Hon, P. COLLIER : I know it, and it ap-
plies to wheat and meat and other produets
just as well.

The Premier: And timber-—to all except
gold.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, to all the prim-
ary produets we have to sell overseas. It
is of no use the Governments of Australia
sitting down. Well. they have not been sit-
ting down; they have heen striving their
best, but T think en wrong lines,  Unless
these industries are preserved, where will
Australia he? Where would this State he
withont ifs wheat and woal and meat?
Where would any State of this continent be
without the wealth derived from those
sources?

The Premier: The real benefif to Austra-
lia must eome from increased export prices.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Yes; we enn perhaps
assist in that direetion, such as hy granting
a bonus an wheat.

The Premicr: That does not envich the
people of Australia.

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNo.

Mr. J. L Mann: A eonsiderabie reduction
of costs is essential.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Where I think the
farmer and wool grower make n mistake
is in concentrating upon a rednetion of costs
only so far as the wage-earner is concerned.

Mre. J. L. Mann: Oh, no.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Thex are all the time
asking for the snspension of arbitration laws,
workers' compensation legislation and other
Acts, and one would imagine that nearly
the whole of the costs of production werce
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represented Dy wages. 1t is Lrne that they
are continually fighting against the tariff,
Hon. J. €. Willcoek: A lot of them have
no wages employvees at all.
Hon, P. COLLIER : Mighty few have any.
Hon. A. MeCullmn: They have been fight-
ing against the tariff und voting for it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite so. They are
displaving some sighs  of  backbone now,

whicl they did not do in the past. 8till,
thev have spoken against the tariff and voted
for vepresentatives who supported it,

The Premier: Has any  party
against the tariff in the Hounse?

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: The Country Party
voted for every taviff that the Bruee-Page
Government imposer.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The Country Party
representatives in this House have always
criticised tarvilfs, but unfortunately they have
had no controb pver them. With one or two
exceptions they have not been very dilizent
in opposing tariffs, exeept during the past
yvear or two. They have always supported
Governments responsible for the taviffs.

The Premier: All parties have.

Hon, . COLLIER: Mave the primary
producers attached sufficient importunce 1o
all the commissions that are drawn from
them? There are all the institntions and il
the army of travellers, the travellers that o
about the country persnading the facmer Lo
buy things he does not want.  All that army
of men—I1 do not call them parasites—pin-
sue purasitical oecupations.

The Minister for Lands: That is a very
nice choice of langnage.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1t s a faet. They
coutribute nothing at all fo production hat
rather take a toll of production. [ do not
know in these days of any farmer or wool-
grower or man on the land who is so dull
as to he unahle to write fo business firms
in the eity it he is in need of any article.
That army of travellers at £8 or £10 a weck,
plus travelling allowanees and commissions,
used to erowd the Monday morning trains
to all parts of the country. None of them
is essential to the farmer; none of them plays
any part in produetion, except to add to
the costs of the man on the land.

AMr. Sampson: Of course they demons-
trate machinery.

Hon. I>. COLLIER : Demonstrate machin-
ery? Yes, those demonstrations which
amounted to bull-dozing the farmers have

voted
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put many of them in the position in which
they find themselves to-day.

Mr. Sampson: Not many travellers are
guing out to the country at present, unfor-
tunately.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but as soon as
things improve, they will all he out again.
Then there is the army of middle-men.
Even in these bad times, when everyone is
supposed to he making an equal sacrifice,
there arve business men indulging in profi-
Lleering, making a higher percentage of pro-
fits than thev did in prosperous days. Is the
retail price of mution in fhe city propor-
tionate to the priee paid to the grower on
the hoof? Consider the difference between
Lthe wholesale and retail priees?

Mr. J. I. Mann: Lamb which hrought
214d. per lb. at Midland Junetion was re-
tailed in the ecity for 7d.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is going on all
the time.

Mr. J. I. Mann: Unfertunately we have
no control over it.

Hon. P. COLLIER : However, what I wish
to point out is that the army of middle-men,
rendering pervhaps some kind of service be-
tween the grower and the consumer, is of
far more importance to the grower than the
wages paid by him.

Mr. Sampson: Competition has been so
keen that bankruptey is becoming common.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no such
thing as competition in many lines to-day,
and has not been for many vears. Business
men merely meet and arrange prices. Ex-
cept here and there, there has been no com-
petition in bread or in any other line. Com-
petition does not exist, The master men in
the business decide what the price shall he,
and the consumer has to pay it.

The Minister for Agvienlture:
tion is the soul of trade to-day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. organisation
which enables many middle-men to fleece
hoth the producer and the consumer.

The Minister for Agriculture: All are
organised except the producer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The producer gets a
lower price than he ought to have, and the
consumer pays a higher price than he should
be called upon to give.

Mr. . W, Mann: That is very marked
in the dried fruits trade.

Hon. P. COLLIER : T understand that the
producers of dried fruits are organised. Here

Organisa-

let me remark that the Government, during
the, past 12 months, have appointed two
KHoyal Commissions affecting the men on the
lnnd—one the wheat growers, the recom-
mendations of which T think have beer
ignored

‘The Minister for Lands: No, they have
not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
(he recommendations have been carried inte
effect.

The Premier interjected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That was a very
minor question. Certainly this House has
not had an opportunity to give any consider-
ation to il. Terhaps we shall have an op-
portanity this year. No doubt members on
the cross benches will revive the recommen-
dations of the Commission.

The Premier: There is one which will be
revived, and that is the Commission on hulk
handling, which T think you appointed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Are we going fo have
another Royal Commuission on bulk hand-
ling? .

The Premier; No, revive the findings.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so long ago
that I have forgotten what the findings were.
The Commission sat many vears ago when
My, Angwin was a member. The second
Roval Commission during the past 12 months
was the one thai inquired into the dairying
industry in the South-West. What has be-
come of that?

The Premier: The Commission have just
reported.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Three ov four months
ago,

The Premier: Oh, ne.

Hon. P. COLIIER: Has dissatisfaction
on the groups been allayed? Tie members
for Nelson and Sussex will be able to tell
us. During the yvears we were in office——

The Premier: You had two Commissions,

Hon. P. COLLIER: During those years
it was a pet saying with the present Pre-
mier, “The land is all right, the set-’
tleps arve all right, what is the matter?
Tt is the administration that is at fault.”
The land has not deteriorated. If it was all
right then, it is all right now. If the settlers
were all right a few vears ago, thev must he
all right to-day because ithey have had more
experience. Well, what is the reason?

Mr. Sleeman: The management.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: 1Vhat have the Gov-
ernment done with the report and regom-
mendations of the Royal Commission? No
doubt some members of the Country Party
will ventilate the matter.

The Minister for Lands: And also inguire
into the report of the Royal Commission on
the beef industry.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know any-
thing about that.

The Minister for Railways: That was a
very effective Royal Commission—knocked
out the ring completely!

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That was an inquiry
in which the Commonwealth asked us to eo-
operate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, it required
common action between the States.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing
done,

Hon. T. COLLIER: Nothing was done,
heeanse united action was vequired between
four different anthorities. I was very glad
to notice that a speaker at a recent function
said the farmers were no longer desperate
or afraid.

Mr. J. I. Mann: Make no mistake about
it, they are desperate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That was stated at
a funetion in the city vecently. The gentle-
man who made that remark could have had
no experienee of the farmers in the eountry.

Mr. J. I Mann: He would not say that
in the ecountry.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Probahly he would
be afraid to say it in the comntry. I desire
to refer to the action of the Federal Govern-
men in overriding Stafe legislation during
the past few months. Some of their
actions were tested in the High Conrt and
that tribunal decided thev were within the
hounds of the Constitution. But there is
one measure passed in May last which has
not run the gauntlet of the High Court, and
T think the validity of it ought to be tested
at the earliest possible moment. T hope that
the next time the Premiers meet, they wiil
not dishand until they have secured some
kind of an understanding as to the consti-
tationality of the Aet, If it stands, it means
that the W¥ederal Parliament c¢an overrida
every Act of any importance passed by »
State Parliament. It was a question of
taxation, and the title of the measure is well
worth noting—*“The {Financial Emergency
(State Legislation} Bill.”

was

-Orders in
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The Premier: It did not hecome law, of
course.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No; but so far as
the two Houses of the Federal Parliament
are concerned, it was law. It passed hoih
those Houses. It was not assented to, I be-
lieve, because there was no need for it, The
ohject of the Federal measare was to over-
ride an Act whieh had heen earried through
the New South Wales TParliament by Mr.
Lang, an Aect for the taxation of mortgages.
The Federal measure did receive assent, hut
it hus not yet been tested in the High Court.
Tt was the Act of the New South Wales Par-
liament which did not receive the Governor’s
assent.

The Premior: Yes; that is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Both Hounses of the
Tederal  Parliament suspended Standing
order to introduce the Bill in
question, and pass it through ai one sitfing.
The Federal measure over-rode that Aet of
the New South Wales Parhament. Whether
or not we agree with the principle of the
New South Wales measure is not the ques-
tion at all. It may be bad legislation; per-
baps it may be vicious legislation. Never-
theless, ik was earried through the Parlia-
ment of New South Wales, and the Federal
Pariiament suspended its Standing Orders
s0 as to nullify the New South Wales Aect
entirely. That New South Wales Act had
to do with taxation. If the Federal Parlia-
ment can over-ride a tax on mortgages, as
apparently it ean, then it can do the same
with regzard to inmcome tax, land tax, nnem-
plovment tax, or any other tax passed by a
State Parliamenf. We have reached this
stage, that merely because of a desire to sup-
press what was considered an undesirable
State Government—a point on which I offer
no opinion whatever—the Commonwealth
advanced further along the road of unifica-
tion, and by Improper means, than duoring
the 30 odd years of ifs existence.

The Minister for Lands: Undoubtedly it
has made wonderful advances this last year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has. It has re-
venled to the people of the States a condi-
tion of things which nobody ever suspected
to exist. We were under the belief that this
was # sovereign Parliament with cerfain
powers defined, and that the Federal Par-
linment had powers which were also defined ;
but now we renlise that the Federal Parlia-
ment has over-riding powers, which nobody
evenr for a moment suspeeted when Fed-
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eration was inaugurated, which nobody ever
suspected until a few months ago. For myv
part, I amn not prepared to stand for it.
Wherever I can resist it, T will.

The Premier: Let’s get out of Federation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that is the only
road out I will take it. Tf we are to have
unification, let it be straightforward, let it
he approved by a majority of the people
and hy a majority of the States.

The Premier: We can get unifieation by
sirangulation, of eourse.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are getting
it now Wy strangulation, and by financial
strangulation in particular.  Furthermore,
legislation of that character is extremely
likely to be introduced when there happens
to be in office in the Federal sphere a Gov-
‘ernment of a different complexion from
some Government in the State sphere.

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That was the eass
in the instanece T refer to. In two or three
vears’ time the position mayv be reversed;
no doubt it will he. 8Such a condition of
things iz maost intolerable, and T do hope it
is one which the State Premiers will resist
to the utmost every time they meet.

Mr. Kenneally: They may econtrel the
Federal Parliament vet.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T hope the position
will be changed. If it is aceepted that the
TFederal Parliament may do all the things
which it has done recenily, and may do them
within the limits of the Federal Constitu-
tion, then until that Constitution, which per-
iits the Federal Parliament to do this kind
of thing, has heen altered, | will have no
more of Federation.

The Premicr: Hear, hear! But of course
the only tax which the High Couri has——

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the High Court
continues to hold that the Federal Constitu-
tion stands for something altogether different
from what we thought it stoed for

The Premier: I think we know it does.

Hon. P, COLLIER: In some respects,
but never fo such an extent as now appears.
The Federal Government, it seems to mo.
have acted in a partisan spirit, and not only
as regards law-making. T happened to be
in the Fast during the New South Wales
election. At that time Mr. Stevens had been
appointed Premier, and, although he had
not met the House, was conducting the elee-
tion as Premier, and the Federal Govern-
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ment were pouring money into the New
South Wales Treasury to enable the Stevens
Government to find work for the unem-
ployed. .

The Premier: An amount of £600,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: At that time no other
State Government had received any Federal
money whatever for unemployment relief.
I read a statement by our Premier himself
that he knew nothing whatever about sueh
relief; that he had had no notification on
the snbject: but every day the newspapers
were full of statements that 2,000 men would
start work to-morrow on this joh, and 3,000
somewhere else on the day after. Works
were not ready in New South Wales, and
men were started on all kinds of jobs merely
to improve the position of Mr. Stevens in
the election. Tt was an unworthy action oa
the part of the Federal Government to pour
out money for political reasons. It was for
no other reason than to assist the Stevens
Government in the election that that Fed-
eral money was made available,

The Premier: But the money was spent
by local authorities.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Money was handed
out most plentifully to Mr. Stevens. Tt was
made available to lim at a time when no
other State Government was veceiving Fed-
eral money,  Weeks elapsed hefore any
Federal money was avnilable in this State
for the relief of unemployment. That action,
perhaps, was on all fours with the fact that
the Federal Government have made this
State a disabilities prant of £500,000 for
the current vear, representing an inerease of
£200,000. The disabilities grant was flrst
made as the result of an investigation con-
ducted in Western Australia, and was then
fixed at £450,000 for the first vear and
£300,000 for four following vears. A TFed-
eral election was pending at the time the
grant was authorised. and T said at that
time that the amount would be reviewed. For
the. first vear £450,000 was made available,
and then there was a reduction to £300,000.
Again this year we find an increase, and T
am wondering whether the present Federal
CGovernment's generosity in inecreasing the
amount hy £200,000 is not due to a desire
lo assist a fellow member of the National
Party.

The Premier: I den’t eare a damn as long
as we get the money!
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Flon. P. COLLIER: I have been won-
dering whether the object of the increased
grant is not to help the Treasurer out this
year, as regards his finance.

The Premier: The Federal Governmenti
helped you last time.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: By deleting £150,000!

Hon. P, COLLIER: Why this increase
for one year from £300,000 to £300,000%
And then the amount is to he considered
next year afresh. Will next year’s amonnt,
if any, be contingent upon the result of the
State election? It makes one wonder what
is at the hack of the Federal Government’s
mind.

The: Premier: You cannot say that, see-
ing that the Federal Covernment gave the
TLabour Premier of South Australia a
million.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The more that Pre-
mier has been going the TFederal Govern-
ment’s way, the larger the amount there has
been coming his way. He got mighty little
during the first few months.

The Minister for Lands: I would not say
that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The South Austra-
lian Government comes up for election at
about the same time as ours—in Marech or
April of next year. I should not he sor-
prised to see the South Awvstralian grant in-
creased to a millien and a half., The South
Australian Premier does nat even claim to
be a Labour Premier any longer,

The Minister for Lands: He did when he
got the grant.

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: Now he is even en-
dorsed by the National Party to stand as a
Nationalist candidate next time, aod you
know it!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I am afraid
that these interjections are getting the
Leader of the Opposition off the track.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, I am afraid so,
Sir. I do not suggest for a moment that
our Premier has been bribed at all. I do
suggest that the hon. gentleman did what
any Premier would do. press for the highest
possible ainount he conld get. He asked for
a million, and I considered that the State
was entitled to that amount,

The Premier: I did not get it.

Hon. P. COLLIER : However, I do sus-
peet the Federal Government's motive in in-
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crensing the amount of the grant to Western
Austealin by £200,000 for this partieular
vear,

‘The Premier:

Hon.
feeling,

Hon. M. I. Troy: Colebatch and Bertie
Johnston baven’t » word to say about a
wheat bounty or about putting a tax en
flour, not a word!

Hon, P. COLLITR: Now I came to the
linancial position of the State. We lind that
the State has been drifting to a most dan-
gerous extent. During the past two years
the State has gone to the bad financially
by over £3,000,000. Lf one likes to make the
period three years, the drift amounts to
£3,500,000, In round figures, three years
ago Western Australin went back half a
willion. That was in the last year of the
Lahour Government. The following year
the State went to the bad by £1,46(,000, and
last year by £1,567,000. In two years the
State went back to the extent of £3,000,000.
Notwithstanding this, I read at a funection
held recently that the President of the
Chamber of Commerce stated—and he was
only repeating what he had said fre-
quently in the last few months—

You are ruite wrong.
A, MeCallum: It is just a fellow

The present improved position was due to
the judicions maungement which had been
controlled to a lavpe extent by the Premier to
witom he extended the congratulations of the
commereial community, That also applicd to
the achicvement of keeping the State’s finan-
cial position within the limits set by the
Premier’s Plan.

The President of the Chamber of Commerce
congratulated the Premier on having ended
the year with a deficit of a million and a
half.

The Premier: Could you have done better?

IHon. P, COLLIER: A million and a half
defieit with our small population! How long
does the President of the Chamber of Cow-
merce, and how long does any hon. member of
this House imagine that Western Australia
enn eontinue to go to leeward to the extent of
a million and a halt a year with our popu-
lation of 470,0007 If we eontinue that for
many years, nothing will retrieve the posi-
tion of the State, The figures are stagger-
ing, and whatever the policy may be, it is
the responsibility of the Government to take
action to stop the drift. It is their job:
they were clected to do it; they declared
they were going to do it. In that respect
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they have occupied office under false pre-
tences for the past two vears. I do not wish
to repeat the promise of the Premier made
that he would find work for everybody, but
one of the statements he afterwards made was
that the deplorable drift was due to our in-
competent adminisiration. T know the Pre-
mier has made excuses, one of which was that
he had to find money for this and that, and
that the Treasmry was empty. It is true that
it was empty, as was every Treasury in Ans-
tralia at that time. Everybody knew that
the Treasury was empty.

The Minister for Lands: New South
‘Wales went to the bad to the extent of over
ten millions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have gone to the
bad to a greater extent than any State ex-
cept New South Wales.

The Minister for Lands:
TIand.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No, not Queensland.
Per head of population we have done worse
than any State except New South Wales.

Mr, Parker: Why per head?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The people have to
find the money to pay interest on the de-
ficits. The only standard of comparison is
that of per head of the population. In New
South Wales for the vear just closed the
deficit amounted to £5 8s. per head of the
population; in Victoria the figure was 18s.,
in Queensland £2 3s. 6d., in South Australia
£1 17s., in Tasmania £1 8s., and in Western
Anstralia £3 lds—well above any other
State cxcept New South Wales, The Gov-
ernment should not take too mueh eredit to
themselves for being second to Mr. Lang;
they survely cannot censider that to be a
great achievement.  What is the Govern-
ment's poliey? What do they propose? Do
they intend to allow the Siate to drift on te
the financial rocks to the extent of a millie
and a half each year? That is the all-impo -
tant gquestion. The Premier cannot take v -
employment into account hecause when e
assumed office he said that everyone wr ald
be employed.

The Premier: There would not have jeen
any unemployment if what you said .bout
prices had proved right.

Alr. Patrick: When the present pposi-
tion was in office wheat was 3s. 10d. bushel.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Without qu ifieation
the Premier said that he would fix all unem-

And Queens--
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ployment and finance. Does he now propose
to allow the State to drift at the rate of 11%
million pounds a vear? There is nothing
hut ruin ahead of the State unless measures
are taken to stem the tide. Stern steps must
be taken to prevent the drift eontinuing. I
have no douht the Treasurer, when he brings
down the Budget, will present a plausible
statement and will show a surplus, or if not
a surplus, a small deficit.

The Premier: You did not show a surplus
in your last year.

Hon. P. COLLY™™™ 7 Y1 nat go to the
had to the extey that the Premier mr wwe-.
In his first yeﬁf he estimated a surplus of
£5,900 and he ended up with a deficit of
£1,460,000; s whatever the diserepanecy
might be betv 2n my estimate and the actnal
result, it w ~ not anything like what the
Premier ace .aplished last year and the year
before. T} i President of the Chamber of
Cominerce ongratulates the Premier for liv-
ing withiy the amount allowed hy the Pre-
ntlers’ Pl , but the Premier did not do that.
[t was « ly the restrieted amount fixed in
April o7 May of this year.

The remier: What an awful thing it is
for an ine to say pleasant things about this
side ¢ the House.

¢ . J. C. Willcoek: The President of the
Char aer of Commerce need not have con-
gral Jlated you.

T on. P. COLLIER: There has been or-
s ised propaganda to try to make the peo-
p helieve that things are all right, that
I ere is a silver lining to the cloud, and that

‘e are getting round the corner. All this
1as heen organised for specific political pur-
poses. It is trumped up prospervity as it
were. I would not object to it, but when we
read it week after week and month after
month it is iteration and damnable iteration.
If this could have saved the country we
would have been saved long ago. If the
country could be saved arcund the banquet
table and with the aid of after-dinner
speeches, we would to-day be most prosper
ous, We are ignoring aectual facts and we
are asked to believe that because work is
being found for 12,000 men for iwo days a
week, we are on the high road to prosperity.
Finding work for men in this manner is
merely asking them to work out their sus-
tenance; it is not really finding work for
anybody; it is make-helieve.
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The Minister for Railways: You might be
preparing a nice rod in pickle for your-
selves.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have not gone so
far as to east my eyve on the future. I have
not made any advances yet.

The Minister for Railways: You are lead-
ing the people to believe.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not; I am con-
trasting promises with performances, and I
am justified in doing that. I am not unfairly
eriticising the Government with regard to
the finances. Whatever Government is in
office, the State cannot afford te drift to the
extent of a million and a half a year. That
iz certain. Something will have fo be done,
even the most desperate steps will have fo
be taken to check the drift, I am sorry that
the Premiers at their last meeting held in
Melbourne did not insist on something being
done to seeure relief from interest payments
overseas. The fignres quoted by the member
for South Fremantle (Hon. A. MeCallum}
last week and on a previous gccasion showed
conelusively that we are entitled to demand
something, We borrowed money at 5% and
six per cent., and we have to pay with the
wheat and wool we have now. We have to
send additional wheat and woo! to pay in-
terest on the money that we borrowed, and
exchange in addition.

The Premier: But that is paid here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Buf it is an impos-
sible burden, and bondholders in the Old
Country should be made to realise what the
position 1s. The bank rate to-day is only
about two per cent,

The Minister for Railways: We borrowed
some money cheaply, but when the interest
rates rose we did not suggest an inerease to
the bondholders of the earlier days.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is a possibility
that Great Britain has had relief to the ex-
tent of many millions.

The Premier: That is on loans hetween
Governments.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mnch of our loan
indebtedness is to private individuals.
There would be no difficulty in that respect
if the British Government took the matter
up and dealt with individual bondholders.

The Minister for Lands: They must be
expected to put their own house in order
first.

Hon. P. COLLIER. They have just done
that.  Sentiment is all verv well, hut we

. try.
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must get relief. We must bear in mind that
Australia is not yet around the corner.
Fundamentally we have not turned the cox-
ner. As a nation we ave still in the wilder-
11ess.

The Premier: We hope that something
will be done by Mr. Bruce when he is in
London.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I understand that
something may be attempted along these
fines.

The Premier: Of course we could not
legislate to govern the position.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. The question is
entively in the hands of the people of Great
Britain. We eould not legislate except to
repudiate, and we arc not geing fo do that.
Strenuous representations should be made
to the lenders of the money in the 01d Coun-
There will he & reaction. As things
are eased in the Eastern States, so they will
beecome cased here.

The Premier: Most of our money has
been horrowed in England. We got prae-
tically nothing out of the Australian con-
version.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: We have no loan
falling due in the immediate future,

The Premier: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope some relief
will be given in this direction. T wish I
could say we were approaching hrighier
days. T cannot see them, although I very
much desire to do so. I ecannot see the turn-
ing of the corner until such time as there is
an mprovement in the condition of the
primary producers.

The Premier: It iz an improved world
price that we want for our products.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No one will be more
delighted than T if things improve. If in
six months we should happen to he on the
way to prosperity I should have no ohjee-
tion to the Government having another lease
of life.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—XNortham} 6.71: Because of the
lateness of the session and the need for
saving a day, I prepose to follow the Leader
of the Opposition to-night. T aeves with a
great deal he has said. Partieniavly do T
ngree with a greal deal that he has stated
with regard to our position m the Federa-
tion. He declared that the importa~t mofter
was the ceconomie position heve and else-
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where. T entirely agree that it is so. He
says the trouble is due to the monetary poliey
of the world. Very largely that is so. 1Most
of us remember when Great Britain went
on the gold siandard early in the 19th cen-
tory and remained on it until the war. She
went off it during the war and again re-
turned to the gold standard.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Too soon.

The PREMIER: The world enjoved its
greatest period of prosperity when it was
on the gold standard.  Practically every
country in the world, with the exception of
China, was on the gold standard. There was
enough gold in the world and enough money
could be created by the gold in the world to
carry on the whole of the trade in the world.
That was a time when there was great ae-
tivity in trade. To-day, except for South
Africa, not a eountry in the world is on gold.
The Leader of the Opposition referred to
America. That country issned notes against
its gold. Now if is issuing more notes, hold-
ing Government security against the notes.
Our trouble to-day is due to the fact that
there is no staple currency.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: You can still zet
gold for notes in America.

The PREMIER : They are not on the gold
standard there.

Hon. J. €. Willeock: Yes, they are.

The PREMIER: A great deal of their
gold has gone to France. There was a Lime
of great speculation in Franece, and short-
time money brought high rates of inferest in
America. Efforts weve made to withdraw
money from England. There is now a great
deal of gold in America; in fact, far too
much. A good deal has been said abont the
monetary policy of the world. [t is gen-
erally said that there is not sufficient gold
in the world to supply the money necessary
for the world. I suppose the truth is there
is no curreney in the world to-day on which
trade ean he done. The falling-off in trade
hetween verious nations is largely re-
sponsible  for the present position of
the world. In a world of plenty we are
in the midst of despair and trouble. Many
times in the history of the worild disaster
has occurred through the shortage of sup-
plies. 1 think this is the first time, how-
ever, when the world has suffered in the
midst of plenty, [ agree with the Leader
of the Opposition that this, in a measure,
is due to the fact that the world cannot
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trade. Some countries linked their currency
to sterling. The world had a fixed value
o which trade could be done. It is neces-
say to have some currency by which all the
peoples can measure price. Srterling and
gold both made trade possible. The falling-
off in trade is due to the fact that countries
are not willing to buy from each other.
The whole world wants to sell and very few
countries want to huy. There has heen a
falling-off in Augstralia’s import trade, as
well as a falling-off in our exports. We are
not able to buy as much as we did. Creditor
countries have refused to lend money to
debtor countries. That also has had its effect
upon the world. As a rule, debtor countries
have been able to horrow money.  Great
Britain expeets creditor countries to con-
tinue their export trade and not to import
as much as they did.  Surely that is too
much to ask of a ecountry like Australia, in
its present position. We endeavour to pay
our interest hill to Great Britain as it falls
due. For many years we were ahle to hor-
row, but that has now ceased, We were ex-
porting wheat at a price nearly three times
as high as it is to-day., We were exporting
wool at nearly twice its present valuz, We
are expected to meet our obligations hat it
is impossible for us to do so. Great Britain
can no longer lend freely to the world. Her
unemployment troubles will not be relieved
until she gets hack to the trade position she
was in before the depression.

Hon. J. €. Willeock: If we could get a
reasonable price for cur primary produets
we should not need to borrow to any great
extent.

The PREMIER: No. If we enjoyed
the prices we enjoved for 12 years hefore
the depression, we should get around the
corner very easily, and be able to import
much more than we do now. We did think
if we could only export and not import we
would soon reach an era of prosperity. In
our prosperous days we imporfed more than
we exported. In 1930 we exported
£17,000,000 of goods and imported
£18,000,000 worth, and we were prosperous.
Last vear we exported £16,000,000 worth
and imported £10,600,000 worth, a surplus
of nearly £6,000,000. With that surplus io
our favour we found that we had never been
in s0o mueh trouble, As these figures dis-
close, the trade factor is largelv responsible
for the position. T hope the world will be
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able to establish some form of currency that
will make it possible for eountries to trade
with each other. T believe the world will
get back to gold. There is sufficient money
to be made on the gold of the world to sup-
ply the world. There is no other basis on
which the world can trade freely. If we
were asked to trade with ofther countries,
how would we do it? It would be very difii-
cult without gold. There are some people,
like the member for Geraldton (Hon. J. C.
Willeock), who do not believe the gold stan-
dard is possible.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: If all the gold dis-
appeared, should we die next week?

The PREMIER: That is an unnecessary
remark. Gold is not going to disappear.
We have got it and it has heen used for a
hundred years. It has stood the test of time.

Hon. A. MecCallum: It has gone hack fo
its corner. )

The PREMIER : People talk gliblv ahout
currency and some basis ofher than gold.
They do nof, however, tell us what other
basis to adopt. The member for Victoria
Park (3r. Raphael) spoke about the Aus-
tralian note being worth 12s, That currency
is perfectly good for internal use, but is not
readily saleabls abroad. It is not worth ifs
face value in other parts of the world.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER: I admit, if we are to
revert to gold, that the gold of the world
is congested at present, and it must he hetter
distributed than it is to-day. That should not
be diffienlt to bring about. What the world
requires is & more stable currency wupon
which prieces can he based, trade done, ani
settlements made. Althongh T know much
more cxpericnced men than we are have
been working at this question for some fime.
no seftlement has been reached. While the
position remains as it is throughout the
world, we shall have unemployment everv-
where. In addition to the correnev diffi-
culty, there are other hampering influences
such as the harriers established by high
tarifi's the world over. Those barriers have
been raised for various reasons and are due
largely to the fact that nations are anxious
to sell but not to buv. T bhelieve that in
France to-day the price of wheat is twice
that naid in England, and that is dne to the
tariff. 0Of conrse, these tariff harriers mean
that exporting countries have fto send their
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produce away more cheaply in order to
place their goods on the markef so as to
compete with home supplies, because im-
ported goods are subject to the burden of the
tarift. In Australia there is the exchange
position in addition, and on top of that the
primage dufy, which between them, make im-
portation almost impossible. It must be
realised that nnemployment is in a measure
due to the faet that we are not importing
goods, That is so, because wages are paid
in goods.

Hon, P. Collicr: Something had to be
done while the balance of trade was so
greafly against us,

The PREMIER: Yes. It was impossible
for Augtralia generally to have paid her
way with the balance of trade so seriously
against her. Last vear we could have im-
ported a good deal more than we did, and
I should feel much happier for all concerned,
if we were importing now,

AMr. Kenneally: Buf that would be no
good for the workers

The PREMIER: It would be. !

Hon. P. Collier: Is not a large proportion
of our trouble due to the fact that the bal-
ance of trade has been against us for some
vears?

The PREMIER: I do not think se. I
think the trouble has been that Australia for
some years past has borrowed too freely, and
the lender became a liftle anxious about his
inferest. It must he remembered that the
whole world was horrowing at the same time.
The member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
said that the importation of goods destroyed
work. I think it is just the opposite.

Mr. Kenneally: Of course you would,

The PREMIER : Tf we could make all our
requirements in Australin and do withont
exporting the swrplus produce, there would
be something in it.

Mr. Kenneally: Goods prohibited by ediet
conld be made in Australia,

The PREMIER: It is not a question of
prohibition but of tariffs. Under that sys-
tem, cities are protected and bonused at the
expense of the general community, Jargely
primary producers. There can be no pro-
tection for the primary producer becaunse he
has to produce goods of the first quality to
compete on the world’s markets, whereas the
manufacturer largely produces for use
within Australia and nowhere else.

Mr. Kenneally: The local market is the
best market, and you would destroy it by
importing goods.
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Hon. M. F. Troy: Bnt the other market
might be destroyed too!

The PREMIER: Yes, that is the position.
We must remember Western Anstralia’s
markets overseas. 1f we look at our figures
of oversea trade we find exports represent-
ing £16,000,000, and imports down to
£2,700,000, as against £10,000,000 in earlier
years. Is it worth while thinking around
the nquestion of unemployment? Should we
not begin to ask ourselves whether it is not
possible that a fall in the price of goods ex-
ported may destroy the importation of goods
that would have been used for the payment
of wages? Becanse of the insane idea thai
every country has in its desire to sell and not
to buy, people are out of work the world
over. It is a fact that wages have to be paid
in goods. We are apt to imagine that the
amount of money paid in wages means cir-
culation, but it is the guantity of work done
by a man that provides the ecirculation.

Mr. Kenneally : That argument would
make us an exporting country only,

The PREMIER: No. I think it better to
do the things that are natural for us rather
than fo attempt to accomplish things that
we have to bolster and protect at the expense
of the workers.

Mr. Kenneally: And therefore you would
limit uvs to primary exporis.

The PREMIER : I want to know how
wages can be low with high tariffs, levied
against goods that are necessary for the

people? How can wages be low when
tariffs are high? Tt ought to be possible
for anyone to determine whether in-

creased prices of eommodities that everyone
must have, are not reflected in the wages.
Of course, it could not be otherwise. The
only way to overcome our difficulties is fo
get back a much better flow of trade in and
out of Australia, and when we achieve that,
we shall have prosperity. We have but to
losk back over our own figures to see what
was the position when we imported more
than we exported. In those days we were
prospercus, althongh the balance of trade
was against us. I should like to see more
manufacfurers in Western Anstralia and
Australig generally, dealing with those things
that are natural for us to manufacture. On
the ofher hand, I should be sorry to see the
zoods of the world shut out altogether.
When we remember that there is a tax upon
literature, we should ask ourselves whether
we would be econtent to have books that are
written in Australia only. I do not think
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we would be content. Some very good books
have been written in Australia, but our
people are not great writers to the extent
that they could provide us with all that is
necessary regarding the accumulated know-
ledge of the world. I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition that London interest
represents a terrific burden. Mr. Bruce
is going to London and it is hoped
that by some means or other we shall secure
velief in respect of interest rates. The
conversion of the British lvan a little while
ago and the satisfactory prices of cur stocks
to-day, may help considerably, bnt we do
require relief from the terrible burden of
interest. The fact thai commodities have
heen selling at sueh Jow prices has made the
position all the harder. In addition to the
interest burden, there is the exchange that
has to he paid and provision for sinking
fuands has to be made as well. Perhaps
costs could be reduced by a reduction in
interest rates and changes effected in meth-
ods that could enable us to produce more
cheaply.

Mr. Kenneally: Go the whole way and
sav vou mean a reduction of wages. That
i the idea.

The PREMIER: T did not say that; the
member for East Perth said that. The nom-
inal wage and the effective wage are totally
different things.

Mr. Kenneally: You ave not in favour of
higher wages.

The PREMIER: I am not in favour of
lower wages. I wounld like to see wages
higher.

Mr. Kenneally: You have a peculiar way
of showing it.

The PREMIER : I have already said that
commodity prices and wages must rise and
Eall together. That must always be so. The
producers of Western Australia would like
to see the world paying better wages, but
that can be so oniy when prices rise. Wages
will be high only when commodity prices
nnprove definitely. The Leader of the Op-
pesition said something ahbout the Federal
crant being raised to £3500,000 as a bribe.
I am sure he did not mean that. He, more
or less, sugoested that it was a bribe to the
electors. Al T can say is that I hope it
will be successful when the elections are
held. Bat, of course, the Leader of the Op-
pozition did not mean any such thing. As
a matter of fact, the Disabilities Commission
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—-1 Federal hody-—reported that we should
receive £450,000.

Mr. Kenneally: Ifor a period of years?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Kenneally: And our own representa-
tive, Sir George Pearce, introduced a Bill
to provide for the grant for a much shorter
period.

The PREMIER: 1 do not think we need
drag politics into it.

Mr. Kenneally: Of course you do not,

The PREMIER: First we were to get
£450,000 and then we got £300,000.

Hon. P. Collier It would effect greater
stability if you reecived that sum for three
years or five years.

The PREMIER : That is so. We were to
get £450,000 for five years, but we got it
for one year. Then we were to get £300,000
for four vears, but Mr. Theodore gave it
to us for one year.

Mr. Kenncally: Now an election 1s pend-
ing the present Government have raised it
to £500,000 for one year.

The PREMIER: Mr. Theodore did not
grant that amount because an election was
pending ?

Mr. Kenneally: But with the election
pending now, we are given the £500,000 for
one year.

The PREMIER : The Leader of the Oppo-
sition was merely joking when he said it was
given to help my party at the election; the
member for East Perth iz serions! It
is too ridienlous for words., Do you mean to
tell me that this grant given now is given in
order to influence the election next year?
We have a pretty poor class of electors here
if that is likely to be a suceessful method.
1 wish the Federal people bad made it a
million, instead of half a million. I am cex-
tain the Leader of the Opposition, if le
were on this side and had a chance to get
£500,000, would not turn it down beeaunse
of an election pending.

Hon. P. Collier: Certainly not!

The PREMIER: Both National and Le-
bour Governments gave us £300,000 for a
vear, and now we are to get £500,000 for
this one vyear. The hon. gentleman dealt
with the methods of the TFederal Govern-
ment. He knows what the power of the
purse means, and he expressed it when he
introduced the Financial Agreement Bill
He said then, I think quite frankly, that if
we had not agreed to be parties to the
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Financial Agreement we would not have had
the grant.

Hon, P, Collier: We would not have haidl
a shilling from them but for thai,

The PREMIER: Nor would we have hal
the per capita payment; we would bave
lost that. The power of the purse is stiil
with them, and 15 as strong fo-day as it was
then. TUnder the original Read Agreement
they took the right to say how the money
was to be spent. Again, if my friend had
not agreed, we should not have had the road
grant, which has been so useful to us. It
is wrong, I admit, that the power of the
purse should be so used. Then in connection
with the “winter loan, when I left the con-
ference it was agreed that the Couneil
should approve the expenditure of the
£145,000 that was alletted us; but they sub-
mifted the Bill to the House and included in
it the right to approve of what we should
do with our £145,000, borrowed and paid
for hy us.

Hon. P. Collier: That was most improper.

'fhe PREMIER: Of course it was. This
thing was done without our consent, and the
States have since protested against it. Bnt
again there was the power of the pmrse. Siv
Charles Nathan and Mr. Law were ap-
pointed by the Federal Government to join
the Loan Couneil. We cannot find any fault
with the appointees. They are both splendid
men and very helpful in all matters in which
they can assist. We have had no trouble,
and I think we should be thankful for the
way in which they have tried to assist the
State. I agree that the over-riding legisla-
tion should not have heen passed by the
Federal Parliament. The second Act, deal-
ing with taxation,

Hon. P. Collier:
all.

The PREMIER: Not quite as bad as the
first, which was to enable them to eollect
the money owing by Mr. Lang without the
ordinary process of law. That was very
had. And the atlitude the Federal Goveru-
ment have taken up—not the present Gov-
ernment, hut suceessive Governmenis almost
sinee the first days of Federation-—will bring
us into unifieation or separation. There can
he no doubt ahout that. But I eannot allow
this Hounse to be misinformed as to the atti-
tude of the Federal Government on other
matters. The hon. member will realise the
nature of the financing during the last 214
years. Mr. Theodore was Treasurer for a

That was the worst of
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part of the time, and resigned the Treasury
when the present Government came into
office.  The Financial Agreement provides
that where borrowing is used solely for tem-
porary purposes, temporary loans may he
raizsed hy the State, loans covered by Com-
monwealth bonds. But such loans must be
purely for temporary purposes. For those
loans the Commonwenlth Government do not
make a sinking fund contribution.  There
are two methods of raising money, one under
Part V. and the ather under Part (VI). The
Financial Agreement intended to provide
for the raising of loan moneys on long
terms. That was intended, and if nothiug
had happened that would have gone on. In
the past we have not been used to raisiag
money on shorf-term Treasury Bills, The
Financial Agreement intended to cover long-
term borrowings, and there was no obliga-
tion on the Federal Government to do other
than that, They are responsible for
£84,000,000 of money raised on Treasury
Bills of very short dates, under the con-
dition that the other banks discounted
the bills, and the Commonwealth Banx
might be called upon to rediscount them.
The previous Government were able to fin-
ance the whole of the State under that pro-
vigion. My business with My, Theodore was
always very satisfactorily earried out. I do
not think any Treasurer I have met was more
coneerned ahout the interests of the Stite
than he.

Hon. P. Collier: If the Federal Govern-
ment were ealled upon to rediscount those
bills, how could they do it? Only by infla-
tion.  There is no other way of meeting
them.

The PREMIER : No other way at all. T
think the 700 millions loaned bhetween 1913
and 1929 vepresent about 350 millions of
straight-out inflation, Probably we are suf-
fering to-day because Australia has had so
much inflation.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: If anybody had
suggested we could raise 350 millions duving
the war, he would have been laughed to
§COITL

The PREMIER: Yes. Yet 700 millions in
honds and bank deposit receipts were added
in the 16 yenrs, although it took us all the
time from the establishment of the States
until 1913 to put together 380 millions. In
the days of the war and during the time of
great expenditure on motor cars we are sup-
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posed to have had 700 millions to put into
cash investments.

Hon. P. Collier: Some of our recent short-
dated Treasury bills have heen renewed at
$ per cent.

The P'REMIER : Oh no!

Hon, P. Collier; They wete raised at 6
per cent. and were due [or renewal in six
months, I think they were renewed at 8
per eent.

The PREMIER: No, we have nothing
over 6 per cent. )

Hon., I’. Collier: Can we go on paying 6
per cent.?

The PREMIER : No, there is none at that
price naw, [n 1928-29, when we were at our
top, there werc 28 million notes in the
pockets of the people. Last year's figures
were slightly more. The bank beld a tre-
ntendons number of notes, and a tremendous
number had already found their way back
to the Commenwealth Bank.

Hon. P. Collier: Do yon mean ount in the
pockets of the people, or out in the pockets
of the hank?

The PREMIER: Out in the pockets of the
people. There are over 50 millions in the
hank and in the pockets of the people. The
strange thing is that when we were very
prosperous we had £28,000,000 worth of
notes in the pockets of the people, and last
vear when times were had we had even more.
However, I do not want to dwell too long
upon finance just now. I should like to say
there is a hright spot coming into view, It
is in connection with production from almost
every avenne. Gold is better than it has been
for some time, and is helped to-day by ox-
change and the bonus. Good news comes in
from various centres from time to time, so
it seems we are in for a long life of gold
production. A few yesars age we thought we
were getting near the end, but thank Ged
it is possible that we may have as many
vears ahead of us at Kalgoorlie as we have
hehind us.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There is another de-
cade at least in front of Kalgoorlie.

The PREMIER: Yes, at least that, and
I hope much more. Production in every other
avenue has heen at its hest; wheat, fruit,
butter, all along the line, hut owing to the
very low prices we are in trouble just the
same. The thing 15, we want to increase
production from every avenue, so that when
the world eomes back to a bhetter frame of
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mind we shall be able to reap our reward
without delay. There has been a fall in
the price of every commodity we export, ex-
cept gold.

Hon. J, C. Willcoek: And we ave export-
ing a lot of things which we did not pre-
viously export, as for instance, eggs.

The PREMIER: Yes. We have added
several things, which of course is very de-
sirable, and we are extending our export list.
Wheat and wool to-day are heing added to.
I am glad Ottawa has achieved something.
Our representation there has been very sat-
isfactory. I am sorry fo have to sav it abount
one of my own party, but I should have said
it just the same had it been My. Theodore
or anyone else.

Mr. Kenneally: We still bave lo sce what
price we shall have to pay for it.

The PREMIER: It looks promising.

Mr. Kenneally: It looks as if Australia
will have to pay.

The PREMIER: The hon. member thinks
that only by high protection can we make
progress, We shall make progress with our
backs to the wall as long as we stick to the
present tariff policy. There is to be pre-
ference for our goods, which is desirable.

Mr, Kenneally: And preference for other
goods coming into Australia.

The PREMIER: There ought to be and
will be fair trade within the Empire, We
cannot have free trade of course, but we
ean have fair trade, and we can get the dif-
ference in the cost of production between
British costs and our own costs by way of
the tariff,. Our wages are higher and the
cost of production is higher, and that differ-
ence should be covered by the tariff.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That should be regu-
lated by exchange.

The PREMIER: That is the same thing
as the tariff. We are likely to get fair
trade which will be all to our advantage.
‘We need markets, and we ought to have mar-
kets withinn the Empire. I believe that the
natural resources of the Empire should he
used by the Empire. If the natural re-
sources of Britain were depended upon to
maintain the people there. it would be neces-
sary to get rid of half the population, but
if the natural resources of the Empire were
nsed, we conld support more than the
48,000,000 in the old land in addition to our
own people. Even if we got preference and
Britain is willing to take more of our goods.
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it will take some time hefore the increased
imports of Britain interfere with her for-
eign trade.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so, but the whole
agreement at Oftawa is uncertain because
there is such a thing as retaliation on the
part of foreign nations.

The PREMIER : Quite so. I do not think
the foreign trade of Britain need be inter-
fered with because I do not think it will
be necessary for Britain to reduee her im-
ports from the food-producing countries to
anything lower than their imports from her.
Denmark takes £10,000,000 of goods from
Britain and Britain takes £80,000,000 worth
from Denmark. Without interfering with
Britain’s trade with Denmark, Denmark
could easily let go £30,000,000 or £40,000,000
worth of that trade. Bnt we are nof going
to get the reduction in five minufes. 1
imagine if will be found easier for Britain
to inerease her trade within the Empire,
and it is quite possible that we shall be bet-
ter customers of Britain, and that Britain
will buy additional goods from us, The
additional trade will be all in her favonr.

Mr. Kenneally: To the detriment of the
working people in this country.

The PREMIER: I cannot hope to con-
vince the hon. member that he is entirely
wrong and that we are killing work by shut-
ting out many of the things that ought to be
imported. We are making consumers pay a
price that they ecannot afford in order that
goods may be manufactured here. It is not
necessary to have a tariff anything like as
high as the present one, plus exchange and
other disadvantages ngainst the imported
article. We are asking the users of manu-
factured goods to pay far too much. I wish
to see things made in Awstralia, but I wish
the workers and other people to get their
commodities at a reasonable price.

Mr. Kenneally: And to get their wages
down, too.

The PREMIER: No, I am as anxious as
is the hon. member to keep wages up, and
with much hetter reason.

Mr. Kenneally: Goods manufactured at
sustenance rates!

The PREMTER : The hon. member shonld
go fo the workers and fell them just how
he would put their wages up. We can only
pay wages when we have monev with which
to may them.

Miss Holman: You do not want to pav
them even when you have money.



(23 Aveust, 1932.]

The PREMIER: To the two interjectors
I should like to say that after all the great
employers are the public, and they, like
Millars or Boans, pay wages for the things
they want.

Mr. Kenneallv: Your Government is
telling the public thev have only to pav
sustenance rates and only on part-time
work,

The PREMIER: T have never told the
member for East Perth that he shonld pay
only half rates for his clothes, nor have I
told the public that they need employ
people at sustenance rates or on part-time.
The Government have done nothing of the
sort. :

Mr. Kenneally: What about contracts?

The PREMER: The contracts referred
to are for pipes to be laid by men em-
ployved under preecisely the same conditions,
and do not interfere with the men already
in the factories. The man who makes the
pipes, together with the man who lays
them, will get his sbare of the limited
amount of money available.

Mr. Kenneally: At the direction of the
Government he will get the sustenance rate
only.

The PREMIER: I do not want to say
anyvthing hard to the hon. member. We
all agree that the wholesale commodity
prices should be raised. No doubt whole-
sale prices arve exceedingly low everywhere.
I believe that prosperity will come more
quickly because of our having adopted an
Empire trade policy. YWe want an Empire
financial poliev also. I believe that has
been considered at Ottawa, but I do not
know upon what lines. We are told that
short-term eredit and low rates of interest
will be available to trade. I trade is will-
ing to take the moneyv on those conditions,
trade will be inereased. When people talk
of releasing credits, they do not mean
going into the street and handing over a
E5 note to every person met with. The ob-
ject is to put men to work and to sell what
is produced in order that work may con-
tinne. I do not wish to touch upon finance
to any great extent, but T mast say a few
words in reply to the Leader of the Op-
position. It is perfeectly true that the total
deficit for the last two vears would be
something over £3,000,000. I should like
to point out, however, that the fall in rev-
enue last year as against the year 1920-30
was £1,700,000, or more than the defieit.

1w/

Taxation yvielded about £400,000 less than
in that year, and we had on revenue ex-
penditure and loan expenditure precisely
£3,000,000 less. than was available to the
Government in 1929-30.

Hon. P, Coliier: Of course you know
that with the fall in revenue there natur-
ally follows a more or less corresponding
fall in expenditure.

The PREMIER: By heavens, no!

Hon. P. Collier: Not to the full extent,
but to a considerable extent.

The PREMIER: I am obliged frr that
interjection. There has been no fall in the
interest bill. .

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

Mr. Kenneally: There has been an in-
crease in the interest bill.

The PREMIER: Yes: there is an item
of £600,000 exchange on the interest pay-
able in London. That is fixed. There is
the money spent in ronning public utili-
ties.

Hon. P. Collier: A big fall has oceurred
in expenditure there.
The PREMIER:
Hon. P. Collier:

well.

The PREMIER: We did not have the
money to spend. If we had had the money
to spend, it would have employed labour.

Hon. P. Collier: But the fall in revenue
is balanced to an extent by the fall in ex-
penditure in connection with railways and
tramways, for instance.

The PREMIER: Yes, the one balances
the other, but it throws people out of work,
T suppose the hon. member will agree that
we have no eontrol over interest commit-
ments and exchange, the last-named of
whieh he did not bave to pay. Generally,
the expenditure under both headings, lean
and revenue, was £3,000,000 less than it
was two years ago and £3,600,000 less than
in the year 1928-23. The reduced amount
we have borrowed, £3,000,000 less than in
1928-29, has interfered with revenue very
considerably, and on top of that there has
been the {remendous drop in commodity
prices. A sum of £400,000 can be accounted
for in the one item of less taxation collected.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: All the employees
of the (Government have had their wages re-
dueed by about 15s. a week.

The PREMIER : That brings expenditure
down. It will not be disputed that about
£600,000 has been paid by way of exchange

And also in revenue.
But in expenditure as
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which had not to be paid by the ex-Premier
and that £600,000 more was spent on un-
employment than in his last year of office.
Those two items come within £350,000 of the
total defieit. If those two items had had to
be paid by him—and exchange would have
had to be paid on the same amount of bor-
rowed money—his defieit would have heen
greater than the defieit of last year.

Mr. Kenneally: How many “ifs” in that?

Hon. P. Collier: You will agree that the
reduction of 18 to 22 per cent. in wages and
salaries represented a saving that I did not
have?

The PREMIER: Yes; I have not those
figures here. I will give them on the Budget.
The Leader of the Opposition must admit
that for exchange and unemployment relief,
I had to provide £1,200,000 which he did not
have to find. In his term of office the ex-
Premier had buoyant revenue and a tremen-
dons amount of loan expenditure.

Hon. P. Collier: And high wages fixed by
the Arbitration Court.

The PREMIER: They are fixed by the
Arbitration Court to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, £4 7s. in my day,
against £3 12s. to-day.

The PREMIER: They are down on the
cost of living, so that wages are as effective
to-day as they were then.

Mr. Kenneally interjected.

The PREMIER : I wish the hon. member
would keep quiet. I listened fo him the
other night with great attention, and did not
inferject once.

Mr. Kenneally: Not for the period when
you were in the Chamber,

The PREMIER: Borrowed money does
provide work, and the prices of export com-
modities were higher during the ex-Premier’s
term of office. Wheat in the six years, part
of which covered my previous term of office,
averaged 5s. 11d. a bushel, and during the
next six years of the Collier Government,
5s. 7d., while for the following year it was
1s. 8d. Cousequently the cost of living came
down tremendonsly becanse commodity prices
had fallen. The man who is earning wages
to-day is getting no less than he received
before. The closing of the London money
market came on the signing of the Financial
Agreement, but not for that reason.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is one of the
reasons why the Financial Agreement was
negotiated.

The PREMIER: In 1927 when the Finan-
cial Agreement was negotiated, it was not
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thought that there would he a closing-down
of the London market.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes, to regulate com-
petition in borrowing.

The PREMIER: That applied to Aus-
tralia.

Hon. J. C. Willeock :
Country.

The PREMIER : If the hon. member
allows the Lender of the Opposition to speak,
we will get nearer to the facts. The Loan
Council was in existence long before the
Financial Agreement was signed, and the
object of the Loan Council was to regulate
borrowhig in Australia. There was com-

And to the Old

petition between the States, which put the

interest rates up, and we determined, before
the member for Boulder hecame Prenier,
that we would have a Loan Council and
would not compete for money.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That was merely an
ordinary agreement whieh could have been
repudiated at any time.

The PREMIER: It might have been, but
it was not,

Hon, 4. C. Willeock: In order to have
something of a statutory nature, the Finan-
cial Agreement was made.

Hon. P. Collier: As a matter of fact, the
Premier will remember, only New South
Wales stood out and offered higher rates.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes; 5% per cent.

The PREMIER: The position was not
merely bad for the Governments, but it also
caused an inerease in the rates of interest
charged to private enterprise. Probably the
high interest rates paid by Governments
had a greaf deal to do with the high rates
of interest demanded for money required by
private enterprizse. There was terrifiec com-
petition for money hetween Governments
and private enterprise. T have always con-
tended that it was imperative Governments
should not compete with each other on the
loan market. Tt was quite sensible to make
an arrangement removing the danger of such
competition. Now I wish to say a few words
as o the promise of employment made be-
fere T came inte office.

AMr. Raphael: Work for all,

The PREMIER: A squeak fromn the mem-
her for Vietoria Park! No promise ever
made was more justified than that promise.

My, Raphzel:  You are quite eorrect on
that point, because vou did not take the
trouhie to investizale the finanecial position -
of the world.
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The PREMIER: Oh!

Mr. Raphael: You went out with your
eves closed and your mouth open.

The PREMIER: Well, T did not let the
kon. member put his forceps into my mouth,
anyhow,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! T must ask the
hon. member fo refrain from interjecting.

The PREMIER : It was aonounced by the
Treasurer of the day that £2,800,000 of loan
money would be available during my first
year of office. That was fixed by the Loan
Council in February, 1930. Western Aus-
tralia actually received £1,750,000. There
were 4,000 people out of work then. The
million pounds that this State lost would
easily have provided work for them, It
must be admitted that none of us expected
prices to fall as they did; they fell like 2
bolt from the blue. I believed that produe-
tion would be increased in various indus-
tries bhut the fall in prices meant a loss of
£9,000,000 te our production lasi year as
against the average of prices for fhe pre-
vious 12 years. That was a terrific loss of
money which no one anticipaied this State
would be called upon to hear.

Hon. J, €. Willecock It ought to be g
lesson to you never to promise again!

The PREMIER: I have particulars of
u few promises made by the other side, but
I do not wish to quote them just now. I
have some bricks to throw, but I shall not
throw them just at present. They are pretiy
hard bricks. Hon. members opposite have
been remiss, as I too have been remiss, in
congratulating the newly-elected members.

Hon. P. Collier: Good men, all of them!

The PREMIER: I congratulate those
hon. members from the bottom of my heart.
I feel sure they will serve the eonntry fajth-
fully and well, doing their best for Western
Australia. When a man becomes a member
of Parliament, ke is not a member merely
for the district he represents, but is a re-
presentative of the State, and has to do all
that he ean in the interests of the State and
of all sections of the people. I think the
new members will find that in this Honse
there 15 very little divided opinion on that
responsibility. T believe they will find that
i this Parliament we eonduet affairs in such
a wayv as to get through without havine verv
unpleasant differences in the Chamher, a'-
though of course we do differ. T believe the
newly-elected members will find that most
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of us are more anxious for our country’s
good than for the good of any particular

section of the people Tt is only
by  advancing the interests of the
prople as a whole that the interests

of anv of them e¢an be advanced. 1f
we set cut in the hope of advancing a
section at the expense of some other see-
tion, failure is bound to result. We have
in this House for many vears endeavoured
to do what is best for the State, and I hope
the three new members will have a very com-
fortable time—some of them of course ouly
a short time, 1 hope.

Hon, P. Collier: In an Assembly of 50
members the great Smith family is repre-
gented by three.

The PREMIER: We shall have to expel
one, I suggest—Ilast on, first off. T confi-
dently hope that the three new members will
be of great service to Western Australia. So
far I have omitted to say a word concerning
the demise of our late Sergeant at Arms,
Mr., C. B. Kidson. He was here years he-
fore any of us came here, and in the recess
he passed away. T should like to say how
aurry we all are that Mr. Kidson is not in
his old place.

On motion by Hon. J. €. Willecock, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 825 p.m.

Leqgislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 24th August, 1932

PacE
Questions : Rallways, crenm cans 190
Unemployment—1. North-West grants ;2 Pm-
vision of medical services ... 190
Harbour dredging, costs .. 190
Hospital tax, coliectlons and subsldles e 100
Finances, lonn interest ... - . 100
Stock, wastiog disease ... - 190
Leave of obsence e I8
Address-n-reply, third dn} e 191

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.



